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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICH,

WassINGTON, D. C., August 14, 1901,

ADDRESS ONLY THE

GRUMISSIONEE OF THE GENXBAL LAND CGFFICE,

Dear Comrede:

George B, Burditt, |
Sec, Co, "F', 1418t Regt., |
N. ¥, Volunteers,

Hormellsville, N, Y,

T aﬁ in receipt of vour notice to me that Co.
P, 141st N;'Y. Vols.,, will hold a reunion .at G, A, R, Hall,
Hornellsville, N, Y., on Thursday, Aug., 22,1901, at 10 A.M,
- If nothing prevéﬁﬁs I will arrive at Hornells-
villﬁ‘aboﬁ;wll Po My Wednesdayiﬁugust 21, and will stop at
the Orborne House and will again "fall in foi roll c8ll,

gon Byl iatl0 A H. the following momming,

There are a few of the good boys left, who during
the "Sixties" formed at first a band of over 100, but whose
humbefs decreased rapidly despite recruiting, who proved to
be a "holy terror" to our friends tq% enemy, the "Johnnies,"

Ve showed to the Johnnies entire dissatisfaction on many

battle fieldgm&%"Va., in Tenn,, in Ga,, in South carolina

] » b ad 5 : ‘ /
end in North darolina, our journeys taking us also through
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Md. and Pa,, through Ohio, Inda,, Tenn, and Ala., that we
belonged to the best Company ("F') of the hardest figchting
Regiment ( 141lst) the State of New York sent out, and that
glorious old State sent out many a good regiment,

The fortunes of War and becausé we had ambitious,
brave officers caused us to become the "Stonewall Jackson!
and afterwards "the Longstreet flying infantry" of New York
troops, An emergency call or a rapid flank movement always
found Oo. F and the 141st right on hsnd, and "right in it
and many a hornets! nest did we stir up, but always held
our position until reinforced, if we did not advance our lines,
You will all remember the last confederates we encountered
while belonging to the Army of the Potomac were a part of
Longstreet's Corps, and the very first we encountered in Ten-
nessee after oun "swinging around the circle" were a brigade
of Longstreet's Corps, which a detail of about 50 to 76 offi-
cers and men from the l41lst, including nearly all of Co. F,
fit for duty, attempted to gobble up under the command of our
brave but bull headed Maj. Chaugherty. We didn't gobble
them up, but they did gobble up somé of Co., F, Wellington,
owston, and Jimmie Armstrong and others, the first two dying
in rebel prisons, Jimnmie coming back to us; but out detach-

ment of 50 to 75 held our position until our subsequent
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President, General Harrison, came to our relief with a brigade

Tl

and took the position we were fighting for, a pass in Raccoon

o)

Ridge, which we called Wauhatchie, a midnight attack Dy not

to exceed 75 men. all told, but all fighters, upon one of the
best of Longstreet'!s fighting brigadeé. While the attack
was the result of bull headedness of the brave Major, our
standing up to the rebels and holding our position after we
Lound that we were so awfully outnumbered was Not"a successful
bluff," as the commander of the Rebel brigade designates 1it,
but was sn exhibition of "sand" which should entitle every sur-
vivor to a Medal of Honor, "Sand', by the way, was not
wanting in go, F, &8 shown upon many occasions by the Co, and
Regt, Note, our Regiment, by some one's blunder, were

sent up a ravine in front of Resaca, to connect with the left
of the 14th Corps, I think, which had been supposed to occupy
the ravine further up, The J4th Corps found that the
ravine was too close to the Rebel line, and so they formed there
upon the ridge, opposite the Rebel line, The 1l41st, with Co.F,
next to the first in line, obeyed orders, and marched up

the ravine, but could not find the left of the 14th Corps,

when it was discovered that the entire regiment were between

the two lines of battle, which were so close that they were



doing very good execution with their heavy musket firing;
that we were there, under firve from front and rear, but we

were there by orders, and we stayed there, crawling up 8o

close to the Rebel breastworks that Co, F‘aotually silenced
two heavy batteries by picking off the gunners, as well as sl-
lencing the musketry fire in our front, by dropring any one
who showed himself above the breastworks, Oone of the few
men who became '"rattled," who "skedaddled" and succeeded in
reaching the lines of the 14th Corps, in our rear, succeeded
in drmuming into the heads of some of the officers that we
had succeeded in sileneing the firing in our front, and all
that was needed was for them to advance their line to our po-
sition and then drive the Rebels out, taking possession of
the suns we had silenced, which was done,

The cormmander of the forces in owr front, sald
in his report that the "Yankees anesked in near their front

brigade of sharpshooters who picked off their gunners, etc.,

)
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and thereby allowed the main line to advance in force and
cantured their chosen position,"
7 hope to be with you at "roll callr at ten

o'‘clock A, M,, August 22, 1901, ang 1f anything happens to
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rrevent my coming and shaking our comrades' hands, you
can read this my letter to them,

Your old comrade,

e
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Er,Ed@in T. Yerd,
526 Re Calhoun ét;; i
 Baltimors, Md,
ﬁfaes.x' mwé&dm ' | =
%?. J« Féw&vé %t%rliag, iéﬁ% He 9&&v&rﬁ ia,ﬁal?ié
more, who is A Eﬁllew olark 1n the @wﬁ@ral T;md Offica, aut
~eut frﬁm a r@aenh B&LTI%ﬁHE aﬁﬁ & @Aipﬁime ﬁ&ﬁ%iﬂg fawfh vaar
" having bﬁﬁn y@a*ﬂrday" nanﬁi@nwa by thﬁ W@ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂ Wniﬂn Tolew
areph ﬂ@. ﬁftar na&r&y &b y@arg smrvieﬁ aﬁ th@ kaw ferk hatt
Gﬁmgany, amﬂ &hah o w&r@ praaant@é with a hﬁﬂﬂﬁ@Mﬁ mﬁar»
scha&m ﬁiﬁ@ w&%h &mh@r wslen, A salié amhar ﬁig&r helder, wi@h
a gold %ip, and 2 l&rga tin hox ftllaa w&&h fiﬁﬁ ?arkiﬁh.tﬁw
haceo, The plipping aﬂg@ satn Parﬁh tha fact that you anziﬁtw
od ab Hornell, H,¥, in the l4lst %.X.Vﬁla.(?a."ﬁ“} and aft@%
a@?ﬁfﬁl m&nthﬁ pervics in thiﬁ ?@.Vvag wore d@&ailaﬁ bv G&nrvn
al Ahﬁ?urambia fo the U.S. %11itary welpgraﬁn ﬁ@rpa it A
lington H@usﬁ, ?&¢, and a few M@ﬁﬁhﬁ 1&%ﬂr feoty Bhanton le-
pued an aréar for your hﬁnarahl@ &&ﬁdhﬂfﬁ% frmm the BETVLEa,
Mr, ?tﬁrltng knowing that I have been for many yearsg

the wrﬁaiéaﬁt @f ”a."F“ 14lat 6.2, flurvivors Aﬁﬁﬂﬁ?&ﬁiﬁﬂ,
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whioh helds its re-union svery yesr st Horaell, ®.¥., on
Aug. 8R4, brought the slipping to me, .
The lest tims I gaw you wes &b Aclingion Mansion,
#ﬁ‘, ia the #gpring of 1868, whigh &b bhat time wap also oodu-
pled Yy Genersl Absrorembie as hesdquarters Lfor defense of
. Washington,  You had Just receiyed for the Gensral o tulew
-~ gram from some prominent offdoer, while I was @haﬁﬁing with
Jyowy oand s o gresn soldier hoy glanced over the telepram
B yam~w&r§*wr1$iug;iﬁ_éu% from the daphes snd dots,. You
o catght me “red hended” and you made me say that Iﬁha& zmrgatu
ohean Yhe mossegs or that part of A% I hed read,
faar»rﬁgimﬁn%,»&asyﬁu know, had a very dighbingulshed
sarvice aftor ﬁhmﬁ}:na&;w@xfaghﬂ»ﬂ&r.@ﬂny batileg over ageain
&% our ra-unioens, Pwe of oLld Qo B0 are mepbers of the fow
giaty of the Army of @ha‘$§§§§§§§£a. 1 &?l?@ﬂ%%r Hidl ywho
come to us ag a reorult a& Anlanta from Catony near Corning,
HaYoy and who now 1lves a : FHIg0 , ﬁ.gw, and whq_ia Past Come
mander of Dapariment of Worth Dakota, G.AR., and mysslf,
who now reside at Weshington, 0D,0., but who n 1880 to 2889
ragided at Miles Clty, Montana, and hogame Senlor Vice Come
mander of Department of Hﬁnﬁa&&, {fe helie I saw Dr,HALY at
flettysburg July 2 last and at Chabtancopa Soph.R3,when the
soedety of the Army of ﬁugb@riaa& slacted mo Prasident prow
% om _far two days, (en.Thursbon, the old Prasident, haviog

died about sisht months helors,




Have many papers which I have written snd read ad

our re-uniong ab ﬁum@n, at which I hope we will see yeu nexb

Year, Aug.28, and I gmn i & you desire somd you seme, re=

Chearsing the stirring events our Co. pussed through at Laurel,

Jd., fnd Minors' Hill, Va, when you were wim WA,

Would like Lo hewmr Trom yon, or better a‘bill, gae you
and shoudd you heppen over in Washingten look me up please,
and I w&lﬁk aluo ook you up shoudd I happen to come ever 4o
@altimam.

 Herewlth yﬁ.mw Tind » paper resd hofore t’m Bury iy
ing mombers of w.*ﬂa‘“ witioh met ab %i@rmm., E.‘x.. aag.?.’%,
1918,  should wou mﬁrviw the rsaﬁmg @i‘ i a;m ym& @famt.‘z.«:i
denirs & wacond dose, 16 mo Jnow,
|  Hoplng you mey enjoy resding mmm;. “ﬂ&rh z}ays, When
We Vers mmng@d from Powns Lo miggﬂm on th@ %‘&x‘ f}‘&mm ::mwa'*
I am | : : / '

Your 014 comrade of (‘}s:)."ﬁ‘*

Q'k&w av 9 \\}{\w uM\w




526 N,Calhoun ft,,
Raltimore, Md,,0et.10,1913,

¥y, Bdward A, Xrasidler,
2821 4 B, ,H.W.,
Wanhington, DG,
Dear Comrade:

I cennotl express the surprise;, and delight, given me this
marning on answering the docr bell for the letter carrier,who hand-
ed me a large envelope post markad Washington, D.C., with "Da~
narimant of Interdor, General Land O0ffice®, You may know I ro=~
celve a welcome ocommunigation from "Depariment of Interier®

about overy  thrass months, with"Uncle Samuel's check" due on my

angion unaer (Age Aot 6= upwards), Well, as your &ﬂ?@lgg% wasg
g?ff@?%ht , and had 9.0, atamps on i, I sadd to mySeLl this is
eoming Trom somebody elss “sure pop", '

You goannet imagine the surprise , and haprinoegs it gave
me . I never deeamed of over DBariig Al least Tor Ghe pregent,
from suybody who cver saw, or knew, me "coaneohed with the goed
eld 14las N, Y, Vele:" HNow thal you wap so kind ag o “pul your
srm around my neck snd hug me as vour o0ld bevhoeod frisad and coms
rada®, I cannot refrain from saying right here, "With my hat off 0
%o the Baltimora fun, whe printed that story I gave them persenally
Tor like your case sxactly, the etory has been to me one of God's

blessings, Duy hafore yesterdsy, the door was answered by me and
a "ratiling fine leoking old genlisman®, inguired for ¥ir,Hdwin
Ward." I'm the man you are looking feor, I maated him in the
parlor snd he e¢pensd on me with & whele hig “"Battery of 52 pounder
Napolaeous®, He told me his name was Jacobh M, Viekers, a come

rade raproegentative, seat by Wilson Past #,A.R. saying a prominent
officer of his Post (had like ycura@lf} hasn handed a olinping
from the "SUN" observing thaet I had served in the L4lat N,Y.Vols,
Civil War; After a little skirmlghing, sseartalning that I was ,
not & mombar of the G.AR. he produced an applieation blank,which
we filled up to be prsesnted next Monday Ogtohsr 1%th evening to
Wilson Post for wembership, 80 you will readily see what a fine
thing that "Sun" item was Toer your old frimd and comrade Rd.?

G The %a%t;maré Sun has, and is, bringing around to me dear

' shumg and friend and the hakand rander Pait v k \

:akajmg%?ca : mmréngg’tg%% %&ﬁe%%§a"%gag§§§g??a§gh é% Ei§i§§ ?%éw,_/dJ
i



77‘—————————»——'-—'—*_%
2

has been a good thing" T trust it will kesp in going." Yes the "Sun®

Mt it eorreet in all detsils, While I knew the day I lefft the office
to ologe wmy telegraphic career for ever, I had meny friends there, I

never dresmsd I had ag many as oropped up that 30th day of Saptember,
1915, Sceyeral new faces, recent comers, rallisd around m2 in saying
farewell, s hearty shake hands, and thelir names are in the 1ist given
to me with a pretty note a "73% good=-bys 'The gifts spoken of in your
kind letter ave very handsome snd as I told them all it touched my heart
clean to the bottom, se unexpacted, : :

Well, here T am and resting up for a grand pull working over in
my braling, what kind of an old job Hd can gteer himself into when I
feel that I heve had my "harness off long encugh" and yst, there's neo
gpecial rush about that part of it as yet, for'Unsle snd the Western
Union vpensions” can be luwped and I can economize in many ways pergon=
ally, that I could not poapibly heve done while oracking out "Lightning®
ap T have with the W,U, for 4% years and 7 months, 35 right here in
Balteo the rest Rast, West, Horth and South , 45 yearg sad 7 monthsg cone
gacutively,

How Md hag tooted his Bugle for "taps® go far as himeell goss.
I sm very happy things arve going my way "digging wp my old friends and
handing them over to me", Please thank Mr.Sterling for me wno a0 kindw
1y gave you the "Hip" on Hd, I would be wvery mich nleasad to meet him
any time he ssn conveniently oall upon me, He will find 1lstoh shring
hung on outgide my door. ,

L have probsbly vislted Hornell, four times since my snlistment
not @o often ae I wished by any means, but sach Lime while lhere
wighed L could have hit it to jolnm G.A.R, Pest"Doty", T think it ig !
named, but fate wag against me every time,

am :

I zax more than happy to find you o near even ap Washington,
end agaln it chsers me up to know that you are an old friend, & com=
rade, end still more than that, at the wheel steering the "Survivors
Agsoclation® of dear eld Hormell, M,Y,

Although it ig long, long ago, where you rsier to our mecting
at Ardington WMansion, Va,, spring of 1863, Division Headguariers,
Gen, Abercrombie commanding, the incideat you mention as +o tuking a
peen at s messapge I wag receiving seeme 1o me, I do remember the faot
of tekling you teoforget 1t, net that I was angry with you, but, in all
U,fl, military telegreph messages never could be known only te whom
addressed, Nobody get & rap on that mesgsage and you and I "glept all
right that night I know, "

I deeply snjoyed your telling me shout the serviee of the faw
mous “"ld4lat Hew York." After leaving Winor's Hill and the Division
encempment clese to Arlingtonl I remember putiing a saddle on wy cap=
tured coal black herse Tilly and rumning him nearly dead to get te
Minor's Hall before the 14lgt had left but slas too late. Was told you

nag gone long apo marching as they sald, Lo Alexendris snd thence b ¢
r:anaﬁorts Heaven only kndw where, Such was the tale to@ me by & let of \
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. Meamp rufficns Ffollowers" who I aaw sleaning up what had been lelt

- 6n the ground by my regiment, I f£elt sad and msd, I thank you gver go
mueh, for the doosuments you have go kindly sent me to read, I shall
try to resd them at my earliegt oppertunity, rest asured I am now om

. the sve of my becoming a full fledged member of the Crand Army of the

" Republie, naturally, fake the deepest intersst in anything pertaining
to sur deings and welfare, and X eertainly sppreciate your Thoughtfule
negs and kindness, I shall be glad if not asking too much from you
to got enything you have te spere, relating te the Eoys, and days of
long ago that was trying men's souls but in the snd Cod hrought out
& nation that nobody can wallep or lick" and all the rest of thom
"git up and take noticev, !

I shall try“"m live snd look forward with the keensst delight

to go te deer old Forasll where you meet next Aupust 224 meet 86 mer
g & iy

a8 are living, and you know my olnly ﬁi.ﬁﬁ&%t‘i Mra,Jomes W.Burnham resldes

She and Bd arc all that's left of our ones large Family, and ag many
others op are still living T know in the old towm, . Maything about
Lourel, Miner's Will, or after you loft the dgfensges Arlingten,Va,,I
will greatly prize anything you have 10 spare remember, ¥Now that T am
resting my old hones, T surely shall leok up n old friend whe nas
R e vmanr Mr, Selden,Sup’t of B & 0 R,R, telegrsph lines strike
him for a pass ana take & run over 1o pay yow a fivung vieit for the

day. My wife also mar.scoompany me as she never hes been to the Capital

Bnd “},ive;;gg hews i Balbimore all her 1 ifen,

{ boAell Tieuogs you are tired of this and I knex botter "blow tupet
- é;.vill I hope, goe you in person in the near future and in the meantine

lgon post 0, AR, mot me sgtride wo of their ©ir Willlam (ioat, when I
oan teld them T belong for that oceasion to the cavalry.,

¥rite me any time vou smn convendently and come over too and
pay me a viegit, fhall he delightod Le gae you any time.
I remain sincerely your old comrade sad friend,
Adwin T, Ward,
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